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The latest data (August 2019) for Northwest Indiana (NWI) show decreases in labor force, employment, and unemployment from the previous
month. When compared to the previous year, however, the region experienced a slight increase in employment alongside a stagnant labor
force and declining unemployed population. NWI’s unemployment rate was 4.1%, as compared to 3.2% for the state and 4.6% in the previous
year.
 
Looking more closely at industry employment, total private, nonfarm employment is unchanged from the previous month and year. The local
government educational services industry (public schools) experienced the largest employment gain from the previous month, adding 3,300
workers or 29.9%. Compared to the previous year, however, employment is down 7.9%. One additional note, private sector educational services
employment up near equally in raw terms as its public sector counterpart.
 
The professional and business services industry faced the largest decline from the previous month, entirely erasing the gains made last
month. For the year, industry employment is down 2.5%
 
Manufacturing employment also declined compared to both the previous month and year, dropping 1.4% and 1.6% respectively. While neither
are alarming, NWI did experience the largest manufacturing decline in the state over the past year even taking into account the transportation
equipment manufacturing industry’s 6.3% decline in the Elkhart-Goshen MSA. It is too early to tell, however, if NWI’s manufacturing decline is a
one month blimp or part of a larger trend.
   
Until next month, 

 Data source: Indiana Department of Workforce Development  via Hoosiers by the Numbers.
 For more labor market information, contact the research department at the Center of 

Workforce Innovations at 219-462-2940 or visit www.innovativeworkforce.com.

        Latest market data figures were released by the Department of Workforce                  
Development for August 2019 and reflect changes since June 2019.
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